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Good are his deeds, glorious and wealthy is he
In whose heart the perfect Guru's spell abideth.
O God, grant Nanak a dwelling with Thy saints,
Where all happiness shall be manifested unto him.

SLOK XXI

The Formless One who possesseth all qualities, and j*et
is devoid of them is in profound contemplation ;

Nanak, what He hath made He again absorbeth in Him-
self.

ASHTAPADI XXIl

i

Before this world in any wise appeared,
By whom were bad and good acts committed ?
When God was in profound meditation.
With whom were enmity and strife ?
When no colour or trace of man was seen,
Say who then felt joy or sorrow.
When there was only the Supreme Being Himself,
Where was worldly love ?  Who had superstition ?
He Himself performed His own play;
Nanak, there was no other Creator.

2

When God was the sole master,
Say who was accounted bond or free.
When there was only the one God, inaccessible, limitless.
Say who was born in hell or heaven.2
When God who is without attributes was in profound
repose,

Say where were Shiv and his consort.
When God Himself held His own light,
Who was fearless, who feared any one ?
He Himself performed His own play ;
Nanak, God is inaccessible and illimitable.

1  In the Shastars several things, such as Maya, Karma, &c., are said
to be uncreated.    The Guru by this Ashtapadi means that God alone
is- uncreated.

2  That is, hell and heaven did not then exist.